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Polaris - Introduction 


Welcome to your new set of POLARIS rakes and the advanced raking techniques that were designed 
alongside them. The combined years of the lock pickers that were involved in the creation of this set and 
worked on the techniques is more than 150 years. We looked at what tools were already available, what 
we preferred to use, and what we would like to use. POLARIS is more than the sum of these parts — the 


most successful rakes, wrenches and techniques possible. 


After decades picking locks | am more passionate than ever about the art. | am also a supplier of lock picks 
and am equally passionate about that. Because of this | have produced a set of rakes that gets the most out 
of the often overlooked technique of raking — and then some more. If you give your POLARIS set the time, 
effort, practice and patience it deserves, | am confident you too will soon see that rather than being a ‘basic 
technique’, as is so often wrongly suggested, raking has all manner of advanced possibilities that make it 
one of the fastest and most effective lock picking techniques available. The people who say raking only 


works on easy locks are the people who have failed to adequately develop their technique. 


In short, don’t let your pre-conceived notions of what raking is and what it can or cannot achieve hold you 
back. With application, dedication, practice and your POLARIS rakes, the words of others need no longer 


limit your abilities. Free your mind — and your raking will follow! 


Raking is often seen as a beginner’s technique, something to be quickly transgressed and frequently 
abandoned early in your lock picking journey for so-called more ‘advanced’ techniques. For a variety of 
reasons lock pickers the world over have perpetuated this myth, meaning millions of them gave up on the 
technique long before they got anywhere near its full potential. If you follow this guide and practice what | 
explain, | promise you’ll see raking in a completely different light. Not as a beginner or basic technique at 
all, rather as something subtle, enjoyable, precise — and more importantly — as something incredibly 
successful. Sure, it has limits — every technique does — but they are usually far beyond what people have 


come to assume. 
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This set of rakes and associated techniques are the 
product of around eight months research and 
development, coupled with the decades of lock 
picking experience and knowledge of all those 
involved. The lock pickers engaged in the creation 
of these picks and techniques have accumulated 
over 150 years of picking locks between them. It 
took eight months to properly make the most out 
of a century and a half of knowledge and 
experience to produce this set of rakes and this 
series of techniques. That’s a lot of locks picked - 
around 30,000 — and that’s a lot of learning. Your 
POLARIS rakes are the culmination of all that 
knowledge, practice, and success — refined and 
perfected — and in the palm of your hand. You are 
right to be excited. 


You see, your POLARIS rakes were not invented in 
the traditional way, they were not designed as 
such. Rather the seven expert lock pickers 
(locksport competition winners, published lock 
picking authors, professional locksmiths, lock pick 
manufacturers, and more) raked over 2000 locks 
between them in the last eight months and were 
asked to refine the picks and techniques they used, 
what else they could have done with, what worked, 
what didn’t, etc. They were given surveys to answer 
on what techniques worked, what was most 
successful, what was fastest, what wrenching 
techniques they employed, what worked on the 
most locks, etc. They gave their input, regularly 
answered other, more detailed questionnaires, 
suggested refinements to rakes, _ stylistic 
differences, preferred wrenches, etc. We gave them 
all a set of files, a bench grinder, and a pile of blank 
rakes to adjust, adapt, create and improve the tools 
they worked with. 


Research selected and produced these rakes; In 
effect, we asked thousands of locks questions, and 
the answers to those questions dictated what tools 
we designed and manufactured. Then, those 
selections were then put through many more locks, 


Polaris — Origins 


again, and again, each time becoming more 
refined, adjusted, tweaked and perfected. The 
POLARIS set is the rakes that earned their place, 
proved their worth again and again — and did so by 
opening locks, quickly and efficiently, while using 
and developing the advanced raking techniques 
outlined in this document. 


The POLARIS set contains variations on many 
recognizable rakes. The Bogota shape is here in 
many refined manifestations, subtle differences on 
the cuts, angles, curvature, size, length, etc. You 
will also notice two gnarly type jiggler-rakes and a 
classic City Rake — these work, and sometimes 
there’s no need to fix something that isn’t broken. 


Grab a load of locks and start experimenting. It is 
not important which one you choose to use first on 
each lock, the skill is knowing (and this is KEY with 
raking) when to abandon a rake and move onto the 
next. POLARIS rakes are individually numbered so 
you know which one you’ve tried, as you make 
your way through the options. | cannot stress this 
enough, knowing when to move on to the next rake 
is what prevent raking from becoming frustrating. 
Time and practice alone will help you develop this 
skill. 


There are a limited number of movements you can 
make with a rake in a lock, and each of them have a 
place in opening some locks. To ignore any of this 
space is to miss out on possible variations of 
movement, which manifests as opportunities to 
open more locks. This is at the heart of advanced 
raking. Do not be bound by the ideas of the past — 
there is more, far more — to raking than moving a 
pick in and out of a lock. It’s time to become a 
connoisseur of this technique, time to become an 
expert of the small but incredibly effective 
variations which you can exploit within the lock 
that will take the technique from basic, to utterly 


devastating. 
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~ POLARIS: The Advanced Raking Techniques 


Holding the rake. 


As you’ll soon find out, this guide is less about how to rake locks, and more about how to approach raking 
locks. The only way to know how to rake a lock is to rake it. If each lock were identical | could write an 
instruction manual with a few simple steps to opening every locks. But thankfully, that is not how things 
are, and as such it’s more complicated, and more interesting. The answer to how to rake a lock is contained 
within the lock itself, | can give you some pointers, but in truth, it’s all about finding out for yourself; it’s 
about learning to use the tools at your disposal to decode the lock - to read the lock - and use that 
information against it, and hopefully, open it. 


| will tell you how | hold a rake — most of the time - but you might find something else works. You also will 
undoubtedly find there are a variety of ways to hold a rake, and different techniques work better with 
different ways of holding the rake. This is an important lesson already — be aware of the variations at your 
disposal. There aren’t many and so you should learn to exploit to the max those which you can identify. 


| hold the rake between my thumb and index finger right at the end of the handle, just where the actual 
rake starts. SO the tip of my fingernail of both my index finger than thumb are sticking out over the actual 
shaft — or neck — of the rake. Then, my ring finger rests on the actual neck of the rake. Try this now with one 
of your POLARIS rakes and you’ll see how comfortable, stable and maneuverable this is. 


Occasionally my ring finger will then also rest on the keyway of the lock, allowing my to move the rake in all 
the motions outlined below, whilst maintaining an amount of stability. The neck of the rake moves against 
my ring finger as it pushes tight against the keyway. This is the basic position | use for all the techniques 
outlined below. Try it for yourself and see how it feels. If it’s not comfortable or you find it’s limiting or 
some other reason — try alternatives. 


As much as | really do encourage you to experiment and find what works for you — and the lock in question, 
| do not recommend you hold the rake like you might a dagger, with stabbing motions into the lock. There is 
never a requirement for this amount of force and it will certainly cause bent and broken rakes. Raking, 
although a relatively brash technique, also requires a certain amount of finesse, so don’t get frustrated and 
start jabbing it into the lock hoping to force the issue. Stay calm, relax, and remember you are dealing with 
small movements of small parts of metal. 
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i. POLARIS: The Advanced Raking Techniques 
IN and OUT — Horizontal Movement 


This is the obvious movement where the rake is inserted into the lock and pulled out again. This is what 
most people know as raking. It’s essential to the technique but far from the end of it. Some locks can be 
picked by inserting the rake to the end of the lock, applying tension and pulling it out. This technique can be 
done with a hook, a ball, a half-diamond and many other standard — non dedicated raking — lock picks. It 
reaches a new level with ‘multi-peaked’ rakes such as the majority of the POLARIS set. Familiarize yourself 
with the options you have moving in and out. Work through a few locks — not looking to pick them, but 
getting used to the movement of the picks and how they are sometimes stopped by the pins. Get used to 
the relationship between the wrench and the free or obstructed movement of the rake across the pins. Try 
the single pull technique — maintaining tension between ‘pulls’ and setting more and more pins each time. 
Get used to the feedback — the ‘language’ of the locks that ‘speak’ to you via the wrench and the rake. Feel 
what happens when the rake gets snagged on pins, what happens when you apply both more and less 
tension. Don’t worry about opening locks at this stage, just begin to get used to reading feedback, and how 
different wrench pressure effects the movement of the pick as you rake it in and out. 


UP and DOWN - Vertical Movement 


Although the standard keyway of a pin cylinder lock is a tight area, we should regard sizes as relative. Since 
we are manipulating small brass pins, literally just millimeters, or even fractions of millimeters, the small 
amount of vertical space we have to play with is quite large. If we imagine each pin were the size of a fire- 
extinguisher, and our rake to be as big as a bicycle, then the keyway is like a front door, with plenty of 
exploitable room to help manipulate the pins. Remember — with raking, we are always looking for 
variations, alternatives, different ways in which we can affect the movement of the pins. The more ways we 
can move them, the more likely we are to find the right movement they require to set. The variety of rakes 
in this set might look on the surface as very similar, but again, this is relative. Blow them all up to the size of 
a bicycle and those tiny differences become rather pronounced. 


In view of all this the vertical space in the keyway should be taken into account when raking. | have seen so 
many people ignore this when raking, which is completely the wrong thing to do. The peaks and troughs of 
the rakes will move the pins up and down to different heights for sure, but having that extra fraction of a 
movement up or down gives each rake the possibility of many, many, more heights. Consider diagram one, 
below. The distance is subtle, but lock picking is all about subtleties. Be aware of the potential of exploiting 
this UP and DOWN - vertical - movement when raking. 
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POLARIS: The Advanced Raking Techniques 
Diagram One 
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Diagram One shows a Bogota type rake engaging the lower/driver pins of a 6 pin lock. Figure A shows the 
Bogota at the highest possible point in the keyway and Figure B shows the Bogota at the lowest possible 
point in the keyway. Both of these heights has the possibility of effecting the pins differently. And of course, 
we’re not limited to the highest and lowest, the vertical movement can be from the highest point in the 
keyway to the lowest point in the keyway — and importantly — all the heights in between. Since our task is to 
raise the pins to the correct height to have the top pin sit on the shearline, having access to all these 
possible heights increase our chances of making this happen, and successfully opening the lock. 


Tilting - Angular Movement 


We can consider the previous two areas of movement as the basics. Horizontal and vertical. The rake going 
in, out, up, down. And yet it went without saying that we performed all of these movements maintaining 
the level of the rake, in that it stayed absolutely parallel with the shearline. This of course makes sense 
since it means all the pins will be getting some contact with the rake. If you were to tilt the rake at all, there 
would be a good chance some of the pins would be getting a deep and hard engagement, and others a lite 
and shallow engagement, or even none at all. The thing is, this is occasionally what is required to open the 
lock. Special rakes have been designed to deal with high/low pinning because the traditional method of 
raking didn’t allow for such steep changes in biting. And yet, even with such rakes it’s kind of tricky to effect 
both the high and the low pin with a level - that is, parallel to the shearline - rake. Again, we need to exploit 
all the possible variations available to us. And to do this, we must make use of the ability to occasionally 
angle the rake. When do we do this? Only practice and learning how to correctly interpret feedback will be 


able to provide that information. 
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~ POLARIS: The Advanced Raking Techniques 


It’s not something | can outright explain, but the occasional angling of the rake will offer another variation 
of engagement with the pins and should be incorporated into the full range of movements advanced raking 


demands. Consider this Diagram... 


Diagram Two 


: fig A 


fig B 


These angles are somewhat exaggerated for the purpose of explanation, as in truth this would not be 
possible. But remember we’re thinking relatively, and a slight angle up or down is something you must 
consider when raking — when moving the rake in and out, when moving the rake up and down and when 
moving the rakes along both axis as explained below. 


Looping - Elliptical Movement 


We can visualize looping as an ellipse, which is a combination of both horizontal and vertical movement. 
Look at Diagram Three below to make sense of this. To make use of this diagram imagine the ellipse around 
the pins as a trail left by the tip of the peak nearest the end of the Bogota rake. In the diagram, such an 
ellipse traces a rake making use of all the extremes, furthest in and down and out and up. But the ellipse 
movement can be less of both, a smaller, tighter ellipse, less horizontal movement and less vertical 
movement. As with previous movements we have the extremes, and everything in between. There is no set 
order here, it isn’t as simple as starting with the widest possible ellipse and getting tighter, and there’s the 
possibilities with vertical movement as well, which can be both deep and shallow. Rather than work 
through a strict order here, it makes sense to start wherever you wish and learn to feel what the pins are 
telling you via feedback. Whatever you do, do not be methodical in terms of the possible movements, be 
response-able — that is, adjust your movement to better engage the pins in the way they are telling you - via 


feedback - that the right things are happening. | will discuss feedback at length later. 
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POLARIS: The Advanced Raking Techniques 


Diagram Three 


fie A 


Vibrating — Static Movement 


A couple of years ago | spent about four months trying to develop an electric pick gun that could adequately 
replicate the ‘vibrating’ rake technique. Raimundo, who invented the three peak Bogota is often credited 
with describing it as holding the rake as if you’ve had way too much coffee, which is just about right. The 
rake isn’t moved in, out, up, down, or any other way. It is inserted into the lock and held tightly. You then 
lock the wrist and sort of....well...shudder. The reason | failed to successfully make an EPG to perform this 
movement was because | was unable to get the tiny, almost imperceptible to the naked eye, adjustments 
you make when using this technique. Because, rather than just insert the rake and freak out, the rake is 
actually moved in and out, and there is some vertical movement. Really — as with all these techniques 
there’s a load of movements you can do with a vibrating rake. You can even angle it. | would hope by now 
you will understand how you decide where to move it, and why? Correct — based on what the lock is telling 
you. The secret to raking any lock is contained within the lock itself. The seeds of a locks destruction are 
contained within the lock itself. The wrench and the rake don’t just open the lock, they work as your eyes, 
telling you what’s going on in the lock. Locks speak to you - you just need to learn the language. Master that 
and you can hear it sing, respond appropriately and you can tickle it open. And that’s why a machine cannot 
(yet!) do this. |am sure there’s some kind of Al that could read the movements of the pins, and tensions of 
the springs and adjust the movements as necessary, but | was messing around with an electric toothbrush 
and a glue-gun, which isn’t exactly NASA. You get the idea though. Many locks will open with vibrating 
alone, with the pick slowly moving in and out several times over the course of say a minute, each time 
affecting further advancements that eventually lead to that final pin and bang! Another one bites the dust. 


The relationship between the pins, the rake, the feedback and the picker are what makes the decisions of 
what technique, what movements, or what rake to try next. | have a friend who can only do this ‘vibrating 


hnique’ with his arm fully extended. 
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~ POLARIS: The Advanced Raking Techniques 


| have another friend who goes all literal and actually does drink too much coffee, but | don’t advise that. 
The best way, as with most things is practice, see what works, what doesn’t, and take it from there. But 
never settle with one version of a technique. Because another lock might require something else. There’s 
no point being fluent in just one sentence, different locks require different conversations. You can’t talk two 
different men off the ledge with the same words, so to speak. 


Rocking — See Saw Movement 


A fulcrum is a point upon which a lever is placed 
to get a purchase, or on which it turns or is 
supported. When raking, it is sometimes 
necessary to use a ‘stiff pin’ as a fulcrum, and it’s 
usually the final pin. From there, you can ‘see- 
saw the rake. And while other pins will 
necessarily be affected by this movement, it is 
often what we could call the ‘fulcrum pin’ (the 
stiff-pin) that we are trying to pick. Remember — 
raking is a technique where we are picking several 
pins at once, in no particular order and not bound 
by the ‘binding pin’ principle required in Single 
Pin Picking (SPP). Having said that, | could have 
easily named this technique Single Pin Raking 
(SPR) 


successfully set nearly all the pins in a lock and 


because occasionally we _ will have 
found we have one or two left that are stiff, a pin 
or pins that have suddenly become ‘tight’ or 
‘stiff’. This is because we have set all the other 
pins, the plug has turned and all the tension you 
are applying has trapped the last remaining pin or 
pins. Loosening tension might have the effect of 
causing previously set pins to fall back into place, 
so we have to effectively work on the remaining 


pin, using it as a fulcrum upon which to see-saw 


the rake. You’ll get used to this the more you do 
it, and like all raking techniques that’s the way to 


learn. 


So although loosening the tension a tiny amount 
might be all that’s required to set this final pin, 
rather than risk the other pins falling back down — 
and causing you to start over — use the pin as a 
fulcrum and gently increase pressure on it as you 
gently see-saw the rake. This is a very common 
situation with raking, and is often the cause of 
failure, the rake is prevented from vertical or 
horizontal movement and so tension is released 
and click click click, that familiar sound of pins 
falling back into place signals it’s time to start 
over. Familiarizer yourself with identifying this 
situation and getting used to ‘wearing down’ the 


remaining pin with this see-sawing motion. 


When see-sawing, or working a fulcrum, do not 
limit yourself to a static point upon which to tilt 
and rock your rake, occasionally a small amount 
of in and out movement will be required, as if you 
are actually ‘sawing’ at the pin. Practice will 
familiarize you with how much is required and 
when, and working in tandem with changes in 
your wrench will help you learn how to best deal 


with those stubborn — often final — pin. 
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~ POLARIS: The Advanced Raking Techniques 
Feedback 


Being able to interpret the feedback provided from the lock as it travels along the pick and the wrench to 
your hand is the basis of pretty much every lock picking technique. Becoming a master is being able to do it 
at ever increasing speeds and thus becoming more efficient, that is — achieving maximum productivity with 
minimum wasted effort. Learning the language any particular lock is speaking — learning to interpret the 
jolts, the gives, the pings and ticks within a lock — as conveyed to the picker along the wrench and the pick, 
is essential — and can only be done with practice and as many locks as possible. Mastering that is becoming 
proficient. Efficiency and proficiency is our aim here — it opens locks. 


We cannot see inside the lock, so we rely on our tools — our picks and wrenches - to ‘read’ what’s going on 
in the lock. Information is sent along our tools and it’s up to us to learn how to interpret those changes and 
decide how to respond in terms of tension and technique. Even if you’re not getting the locks to open — do 
not be discouraged, you are still engaging in actively learning how to interpret feedback, every different 
sensation you feel is adding to your vocabulary of responses. 


You’ll soon learn how different locks have a different character, and how different locks can share 
characteristics with others you have worked on. This is the biggest mistake people make when raking. They 
take the technique to the lock rather than from the lock. They apply tension and then rake the Hell out of 
the lock. When it doesn’t work they either discard the technique, or the lock. There’s far more going on 
than that and unless we learn to respond to the subtle but definite changes in the lock, our raking will 
remain basic and not very effective. Once we start to become familiar with the changes in the lock, and are 
able to visualize and sense how to overcome them — we understand what we need to do next to set more 
pins and finally open the lock 


Tensioning 


Tensioning is somewhat of an unnecessary mystery in raking. You’ll often hear people — | say it often myself 
— that you must apply a ‘tiny’ amount of tension. In the early days of lock picking videos on YouTube people 
even hung feathers on tension wrenches to show how little tension was required. And while it’s true we are 
talking a small amount of pressure, it’s yet another myth that there’s a set amount of tension required to 
pick a lock — whatever technique you’re using. 


| think it comes from the idea that to the uninitiated, a tension wrench is a very odd thing. People new to 
the art of lock picking think they can somehow force the plug to turn by pushing heavily on the wrench. This 
will not work. The pins are there to prevent that. Tension is used to turn the plug very slightly so as to 
create a ledge, giving somewhere for the top pins to sit once they’ve been adequately raised above it and 
released (to fall back down onto it). However, this does not mean there is a uniform amount of tension to 


be used — far from it. 
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As | explained above in the section about feedback, the tension tool also acts as a tool to transfer 
information from the lock into the hand — and then mind — of the lock picker. You’ll soon get used to feeling 
all manner of jolts, pings, clicks, etc — as the raking technique is causing the pins to change position, and the 
plug to turn (in both directions, clockwise and anti-clockwise). To become a more proficient raker, the trick 
is to learn not only what these mean, but how to respond to them in such a way as to set more pins and 
open the lock. 


The tension wrench is your friend, and although some people will no doubt beg to differ, | consider the 
tension wrench far better at conveying the information from the lock to your mind than the pick. The pick is 
more of an active part of the process, whereas the wrench is more passive. Don’t get me wrong, the 
tension wrench must be considered a tool in its own right, and learning how to adjust the amount of 
pressure — both more and less — is also key to understanding how to pick locks (as you'll see in the next 
section), but it is also passive in the sense it responds to changes in the situation of the plug and the pins 
and passes that information on to you. 


So don’t neglect the wrench and assume its job is done once you’ve applied pressure. The rake is only as 
strong as the tension tools ability to do its job correctly, and to do that you must be aware of how it 
functions as a reading tool as well as that bit of metal that applies tension. 


As you’re raking you'll know that more of less tension is required due to two main factors. If the rake is 
failing to engage the pins in a significant way (when it feels like you’re just moving pins to no effect) it’s time 
to increase tension. When the pins seem to be seizing up (because you are squeezing them too tight 
between the plug and the housing) you’ll need to lessen the tension. And yet, every time a pin is set, the 
entire situation changes, and what was the right amount of tension before a pin was set might be too much 
or too little now. With raking you are setting pins and losing set pins all the time, these changes are 
happening super-fast — so be aware of these subtle changes in the tension wrench and learn how to adapt 
to them to allow you to continue raking the lock in a way that will eventually cause it to open. 


In short — the idea of maintaining a regular amount of tension is a joke — not only can it not actually be 
done when raking due to the rapid changes in the lock and the fact your other hand is working the lock- 
often pretty quickly — it would not even be desired were it possible. ‘Listen’ to what the wrench is telling 
you and adapt as necessary. You'll soon learn to understand these subtle clues and signals and work with 
them to improve your success rate. 
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Pulsing 


Pulsing is perhaps the easiest and one of the most effective ways of working your tension tool in such a way 
as to get the most out of your raking. Rather than attempting to maintain a near constant tension (the 
mythical Holy Grail of lock pickers everywhere, it would seem — and which certainly has a place in Single Pin 
Picking), actively ‘pulse’ at your tension tool to give you a variety of pressures while the rake does its work. 


Pulsing — literally applying pressure in beats to the wrench — is like having the perfect symbiotic relationship 
between the two tools, and you'll soon learn how to adjust each as you go to get the best out of both. 
Changes in the lock will be felt in the wrench and rake, both dictating how much pressure to add or remove 
from the pulsing you continue to do. 


Sometimes | pulse at the wrench with a clear ‘tapping’ action from the pad of my finger, actually removing 
it between each pulse. Other times the lock will tell me to not remove pressure totally at any point, rather 
to pulse it with less pressure but always applying a small amount. There’s no end to the variations you can 
achieve here and again the changes in the lock will — once you are familiar with what the small signs and 
signals it’s providing mean — dictate how to respond. 


Because everything happens so fast when raking (even when you’re raking slowly, such as a see-saw action) 
pulsing lends itself perfectly to the technique. As the pins seize up and unseize depending on how things 
are progressing, you'll almost instinctively know when to slow down, speed up, change pressure, release 
totally or not, etc. Again — it’s all about learning how to respond to the clues provided with the two tools at 
your disposal. 


Experimentation and Play 


In this document | have attempted to describe the variety of techniques, tricks and variations available to 
the modern lock raker who is equipped with the kind of high quality raking tools such as those in the 
POLARIS set. 


As | explained in the introduction, we spent a long time developing these tools and techniques and what | 
have tried to do is explain to you the various ways of approaching this technique that we all found worked 
the best — which is — those that opened the most locks. 


The relationship between what you do with the rake and the wrench is an essential part of developing your 
skills, as is making use of all the possible movement variations you can use when raking a lock. 


However, please do not limit yourselves to what | have told you here. The best way to learn about how to 
use these tools to open locks is to experiment. Get as many locks as you can lay your hands on, be aware of 
what’s available to you in terms of movements — in/out, up/down, ellipses, angles, see-saw, pulsing etc, and 
see what you can do with them. 


Don’t be restricted by anything, and make full use of the options and variations available to you. Find out 


what works, what doesn’t and why for both. 
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Learning to interpret the feedback is the key skill 
you should aim to learn. What is the lock saying to 
you? How can you best respond to that 
information? Why is this lock not opening? Why 
won’t that pin set? Once you are proficient at 
reading, understanding and responding to feedback 
you are well on your way to being an advanced 


raker — the locks you open will be proof of this. 


Next the relationship between the two tools is 
essential. Consider them as two parts of the same 
system, each engaging with the other and affecting 
how the other needs to be handled. 


The only way — and I’m sorry but there’s no way 
round this — is practice. And practice. And practice. 
Arm yourself with as many locks as you can. Some 
clear and cut-away locks can also be helpful so you 
can actually see what’s happening as you’re 
learning. Use all the options available to you and 
become at one with your tools, see them as 
extensions of your hands, and learn how to best 
use them to effectively open locks. 


Don’t be disheartened if you don’t get results at 
first. Very few people do and those that do are 
often lucky, and actually learn nothing. Remember, 
like most things in life we learn from our mistakes, 
from our failures. If you start raking a lock and it 
opens in a few seconds — great! But what have you 
learned to pass onto your next lock? Very little. Be 
patient, experiment, use everything you have at 
your disposal and soon you will find you are 
developing a very subtle yet effective set of skills 
which as you develop will show itself in the best 
way possible — the opening of more and more 
locks. 


CONCLUSION 


One last thing — which | have touched upon briefly 
but want to set in stone: Get as many locks as 
possible. There really is no better way to learn how 
to pick locks than to have many locks, but raking in 
particular really lends itself to different locks. Some 
locks will not rake. Just as some locks will not 
bump, or respond to pick guns, or whatever, some 
locks will not respond to raking. If you only have 
three locks, and lady luck is not on your side, they 
might be three locks that cannot be raked. This will 
drive you crazy. You will get frustrated (the ultimate 
enemy of lock picking) and that will affect your 
technique. Loss of morale and frustration tend to 
make you tense up, they make you _ lose 
concentration, and generally negatively affect your 
ability to learn. If your three locks won’t rake, 
you're going to become disillusioned and soon give 
up. So be sure to collect as many locks as possible. 
Joining a local organization or university club is 
always good, since you can exchange locks with 
each other at will. Online forums are good since 
people who have been picking locks for years tend 
to have large collections of locks of all types and 
are often happy to pass them on to a fellow picker. 
It’s also worth asking local locksmiths they have 
some you can have, and large collections of used 
locks frequently appear for sale on _ online 
marketplaces and auction sites. Arm yourself with 
as many locks as possible, it’s as important to your 


ability to learn as a decent set of rakes. 
Best wishes 


Chris Dangerfield. 


